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UM ZOOLOGIST MOVING TO 
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
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MISSOULA--
Dr. Robert S. Hoffmann, a zoologist at the University of Montana, will move from the 
University to become curator of mammals and professor of zoology at the University of 
Kansas in Lawrence, it has been reported by UM President Robert T. Pantzer.
Dr. Hoffmann, presently director of environmental biology and professor of zoology 
in the UM College of Arts and Sciences, will begin his new duties this fall with the 
Kansas institution’s Zoology Department and Museum of Natural History.
President Pantzer said he has accepted the zoologist’s resignation with regret.
"Dr. Hoffmann’s performance as a teacher and researcher has been a great asset to the 
University. I join with other administrators, faculty and students in wishing him every 
success in his new position."
Dr. Hoffmann said he decided to accept the University of Kansas offer only after 
prolonged deliberation and with considerable regret at the prospect of leaving the 
University of Montana.
The University has afforded me many professional opportunities and stimulating 
associations. My decision to leave at this time is prompted mainly by an expansion of my 
scientific interests into the areas of evolutionary and zoogeographical studies which can 
best be pursued in a large museum such as is found at the University of Kansas."
A UM faculty member since 1955, Dr. Hoffmann has been engaged in numerous research 
activities under grants provided by the National Science Foundation, the National Academy 
of Sciences and other sponsoring agencies.
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For the past 10 years his primary research has focused on comparative alpine ecology, 
a study of relationships between organisms and their environments in mountainous regions. 
In this project Dr. Hoffmann and Dr. Richard Taber of the UM School of forestry have 
collaborated on extensive research in the northwestern United States and Dr. Hoffmann, as 
a U.S. National Academy of Sciences Exchange Fellow to Russia in 1963-64, supplemented 
the work with comparative studies of the Central Asian Mountains.
While in Russia, Dr. Hoffmann extended his study of the various species of the 
marmot family, and one of his most recent research endeavors is a study of the history 
and distribution of the birds and mammals inhabiting North America and Eurasia during the 
Ice Age.
Born in Evanston, 111., Dr. Hoffmann attended the Universities of Illinois and 
Montana before obtaining his bachelor of science degree from Utah State University in 
1950. He received his master’s degree in 1954 and his Fh.D. degree in 1955, both from 
the University of California at Berkeley.
He is on the board of directors of the American Society of Mammalogists and also is 
affiliated with Phi Kappa Phi and Sigma Xi honorary societies.
Dr. Hoffmann and his wife, Sally, have four children.
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